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Afterword

We would like to conclude this volume with the same sentence that we used to start it: The human history has evidenced various systems of hierarchy and power, various manifestations of power and hierarchy relations in different spheres of social life from politics to information networks, from culture to sexual life. We hope in this volume we have succeeded in bringing together a really representative sample of relations of power and hierarchy in modern political world system. But of course there are a huge number of other cases that are no less interesting. And there are many other important fields of research in which the problem of specificity of hierarchy and power relations is a core one. Naturally nobody can express all of them adequately. But one may try to describe at least some of them. So we would like to offer our readers two other volumes connected with the hierarchy and power's problems. These are the following volumes: ‘Hierarchy and Power in the History of Civilizations: Ancient and Medieval Cultures’ (which opened Social Evolution & History Monographs series) and ‘Hierarchy and Power in the History of Civilizations: Cultural Dimensions’. Let us provide some more information about them.

Ancient and Medieval Cultures. Among all the systems of power and submission the ancient and medieval systems are of special interest in some respects, as they are characterized by tremendous variation; many of these systems do not exist any more and they are not likely to re-appear in the future; as these systems were to a much smaller extent than the modern ones influenced by humanistic ideologies, science, and Utopian ideas, 
it appears more likely to find among them purer cases of natural evolution of power and hierarchy structures. In this edited volume the analysis of just a few (though quite relevant) cases of the preindustrial social and state systems has been presented. In the first edited volume entitled ‘Hierarchy and Power in the History of Civilizations: Ancient and Medieval Cultures’ of the SEH Monographs the aspects of hierarchy and power in ancient and medieval cultures are investigated in the following sections: 

· ‘Ancient States of the Old World’ considers a few cases of ancient and classical civilizations. However, each case is treated within some novel perspective. 

· ‘Medieval Eurasian States: The Cases of Chinggis-Khan Empire and Old Russia’ focuses on the two largest Medieval Eurasian polities.
· ‘The New World States: The Maya Case’ focuses on the variation in political organization of the Classic Lowland Maya. William Folan and his colleagues summarize results of the recent multidisciplinary research that combines the data from paleoclimatology and archaeology and describes the 2500 year evolution of the Maya society in Northern Peten around the metropolis of Calakmul.
Cultural Dimensions. Power and hierarchical relations are relevant for every sphere as they penetrate the whole life of a socium and represent a sort of framework for an individual's activity. The cultural sphere (in the wide sense of the word) is not an exception although of course, it has great peculiarities in the manifestation of power-hierarchical relations. First of all the relations here are usually informal and more often connected with traditions than with norms, here there are much less power structures which have the legal right for coercion. The contributions of the third edited volume of the SEH Monographs entitled ‘Hierarchy and Power in the History of Civilizations: Cultural Dimensions’ study the role of modern mass media in the public sphere which has become a zone of modern discourse distorted by unequal access to information, power and prosperity.
· The papers included in the section ‘Networked Cultures: Negotiating Cultural Differences in Contested Spaces’ discuss the dynamics and potentials of newly emerging socio-political network structures and the ways in which they reconceptualise socio-political organization through innovative forms of spatial practice. 

· The section ‘Modern mass media and Public Sphere’ is dedicated to the study of the new models of communication whose influence overcomes states' borders and which have a great potential and capabilities for destroying the basis and cultural values of a society. 
In the future we hope to introduce some other volumes devoted to this immense but such an important theme as Hierarchy and Power in the History of Civilizations.
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