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Macroevolution of Statehood

Issues of the origin and evolution of statehood are among those most important problems both for the analyses of cultural evolution and for political anthropology. Many aspects of these problems continue to be debated. I think these difficulties are connected in many ways with the dominant view on the philosophical problems of cultural evolution as much depends on a scholar’s views on the evolutionary process (e.g., its unilinear or multilinear nature; whether all nations must pass the same phases of development or not; the hierarchy of its driving forces; its directions and trends, etc.). One or another way of solving these problems forms concepts about origin and evolution of the state. And opinions on the problems connected with statehood have a profound effect on the cultural evolution’s approaches. In the paper I present my analysis of the evolution of the state organization based on the conception of political anthropology and cultural evolution; I suggest some new models of the evolution of the state. In particular instead of a two-stage model by Claessen and Skalník (early state – mature state) which does not take into account the principal differences between the states of industrial and pre-industrial epochs, I suggest a three-stage model of the evolution of the state: early state – developed state – mature state. 
Early states – are insufficiently centralized states with underdeveloped bureaucracy. Their flourishing falls within the period of Ancient World history and the most part of the Middle Ages. The developed states – the centralized estate-corporative and bureaucratic states of the Late Antiquity, Middle Ages and Early Modern Age. The mature states are the states of the industrial epoch with rational type of law and government where the classes of industrial society and modern type of nation have formed. 

