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Abstract

The article presents the concept of history as domestication of a sequence of nested geoclimatic zones. Each of these zones possesses clearly marked boundaries, its own unique package of domesticated animals and plants, its special dominant energy source etc. Its zones – specific social institutions – are organized into a system of feeding chains optimizing thus the use of its resources. The mathematical model of historical development presented in the article describes development as a fundamentally nonlinear process – imbalances are compensated by passing any impulses that they generate farther along the "chain". It is shown that the phase of globalization is compensatory and starts after all the crucial resources within the initial zone are nearly exhausted. This especially applies to the main energy source of the era, which, at the maturity of the system, has to be brought in from abroad to prevent its systemic shutdown. The periphery thus joins the cultural area of the then dominant, such as the US today. Since its conditions are substantially different, it has to compensate by developing its unique local adaptations. Wars, such as those currently unfolding in the Middle East, or, for example, the 1871 French-Prussian war signal of rising tensions due to growing shortages and of attempts to find brand new solutions. We use historical examples to showcase the compensatory process of passing imbalances along the chain. They function as impulses, which ignite development in new places as soon as the growth potential of the older zone is exhausted. The periodical nature of this process, which leads to the domestication of a new geoclimatic zone, is shown in attached pictures.
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