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Abstract

The paper presents a new theory of a deictic minimalist self – its function is to attach an "I" or "me" to identities. Identities consist of an organization of cultural models; some of the cultural models are core models of an identity, others are more contingent and situationally dependent. The notion of ecological niches for sets of identities is presented and developed. Identities have "reach" in terms of how many people are members of an identity – an identity with a large reach is popular, but individuals within that identity (all things being equal) have relatively little power compared to members of singular or dyadic identities. The theory solves classical problems of how the self, cognition, culture and the social environment articulate with each other in a dynamic rather than static way.
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