


Call for Papers

INTERNATIONAL BIG HISTORY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

July 14-17, 2016
The University of Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Building Big History: Research and Teaching

DEADLINE FOR PAPER OR PANEL SUBMISSIONS IS FEBRUARY 12th, 2016

activities related thereto.”

Article 2 of the IBHA Articles of Incorporation.

The International Big History Association (IBHA) defines its purpose as “to promote, support and
sponsor the diffusion and improvement of the academic and scholarly knowledge of the scientific field
of endeavor commonly known as “Big History” by means of teaching and research and to engage in

The theme for the 2016 conference is “Building Big
History: Research and Teaching” The conference
seeks to present the latest and the best in Big History
research and teaching, while creating a forum for
the articulation and discussion of questions that are
central to Big History. Among the topics that are to
be addressed at the conference through a series of
panels, roundtables, and discussions, are:
Approaches to Big History; Big History research
agenda; Scholarship contributing to Big History;

Big History teaching at universities, secondary, and
primary schools: achievements and challenges; Little
Big Histories; Reactions to Big History. We encourage
proposals along these lines on any topic related to Big
History.

To allow the Program Committee to effectively group
individual participants into panels, we request that
you format your proposals as follows:

 Individual paper proposals must include two

separate paragraphs of no more than 150 words
each.

Paragraph one should contain the title of your

proposed paper, and provide a summary of its
specific content.

Paragraph two should carry the title
“Methodology, and Relevance to Big History”,
in which you address the underlying
methodology of your paper, your approach to
Big History, and in which you explain how your


mailto:tewd@gvsu.edu

specific paper (as described in paragraph one)
relates to the broader field of Big History.
 Your proposal must include your name,
institutional affiliation (if you have any), e-mail
address, phone and/or fax numbers, and a brief
curriculum vitae.

o All of this must be provided as one single file,
preferably in MS-Word.

« Proposals for entire sessions or panels must
contain all this information for each participant,
as well as contact information and a brief C.V. for
the moderator, if you suggest one. (The program
committee can help find moderators, if necessary.)

Please submit your paper or panel proposal by
clicking on one of these links, which allow for
submission of information. The deadline for paper
and panel submissions is February 12th, 2016. The
time limit at the conference for presenting papers

will be 20 minutes, and the deadline for submitting
papers to the session moderator is three weeks in
advance of the conference.

All presenters at the conference must be members
of IBHA. Presenters may become members at
www.ibhanet.org and will need to do so prior to
registration for the conference.

The IBHA Conference will convene on premises

of the University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands,
located in the center of this beautiful European city.
Attendees will have the option of selecting from one
of several hotels in Amsterdam and the surrounding
area with whom special conference arrangements
have been made.

The Conference Planning Committee is already
hard at work investigating walking and other pre-
conference tours of the city, and a post-conference

tour that will visit many of the leading scientific,
geological, and cultural sites in Europe. We will keep
all members fully informed as plans for the third
IBHA conference evolve. (See the IBHA website
www.ibhanet.org) For all things Amsterdam, you
can go to http://www.iamsterdam.com/en/. For a
complete guide to the Netherlands and its many
attractions, you can visit http://www.holland.com/
us/tourism.htm. If you have more time to explore the
larger area, similar websites exist for nearby Belgium,
France, Germany, and Great Britain.

Please find more details on the conference at www.
ibhanet.org. We very much hope that you can join us
at the 3rd IBHA conference.

Program Committee: Jonathan Markley (chair), Cynthia
Brown, David Christian, Lowell Gustafson, Andrey Korotayev,
Esther Quaedackers, Fred Spier, Sun Yue.

The conference will take place at the
Oudemanhuispoort (Old Man’s Home Gate). Part
of it was built, as the name implies, as a home for
poor old people in the early 17th century. In the late

19th century the University of Amsterdam started to

use the building. Around that the same time book
traders also moved into the little shops that line the
main hallway of the building. The book traders are

still there. Fred Spier started teaching a Big History
course in Oudemanhuispoort 20 years ago. It ran
there for 10 years.

We have retained two hotels — IBIS Amsterdam
Centre Stopera (http://www.ibis.com/en/hotel-3044-
ibis-amsterdam-centre-stopera/index.shtml) within a
15 minute walk to the University of Amsterdam, and
the Volkshotel (https://www.volkshotel.nl/) within

a 15 minute metro ride to the University. The two
hotels are totally different types of hotels; check the
great reviews of these hotels on tripadvisor (http://
www.tripadvisor.com/) . Please mark the dates of
July 14 - 17 on your calendars, and start planning to
join us in Amsterdam in July of 2016!

If you have any questions - just email Donna Tew,
IBHA Office Coordinator @ tewd@gvsu.edu


http://www.ibhanet.org
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Big History (and the IBHA Conference)

The next and third IBHA conference will be held from July 14th to July 17th
2016 at the University of Amsterdam.

The University of Amsterdam has a long history. It was founded as the
Atheneum Illustre in 1632, during the Dutch Golden Age. The prosperous city
of Amsterdam wanted and needed a university to educate its citizens about the
riches of the world. Yet the central government did not allow it to have one, since
a university had already been established in nearby Leiden in 1575, possibly as
a reward for that city’s successful resistance against the Spanish. Amsterdam,
however, was not discouraged and simply established an educational institution
under a different name. It subsequently hired a number of internationally
renowned scientists and scholars and started teaching from the Agnietenkapel, a
former nunnery. This chapel, which currently houses the university museum, is
right around the corner from the IBHA conference location.

The university’s slightly anarchistic nature never quite disappeared. After
almost 400 years and numerous upheavals, some of which led to major university
reforms, the institution still identifies with its somewhat rebellious roots. Even
today, one of its three core values is a form of determination, described on the
university’s website as “inherent to any Amsterdam citizen who looks at the
world from an independent, critical and self conscious perspective. University of
Amsterdam researchers, teachers and students are competent rebels who, boldly
yet responsibly, choose their own paths and set trends.”

Partly because of its history and identity, the University of Amsterdam was
one of the first in the world to adopt the groundbreaking and unconventional
approach to history that was being pioneered by David Christian at Macquarie
University in Sydney in the early 1990s. After visiting David in 1992, University
of Amsterdam professor Johan Goudsblom brought the syllabus of the big history
course that was being taught in Sydney home and decided to set up a similar
course at his own university. He did so together with his former Ph.D. student
Fred Spier, who after Goudsblom’s retirement in 1997 became the course’s main
organizer.

The new course proved to be a big success. About 200 students attended its first
run and hundreds of students have registered for the course each year ever since.
Within the university, the course’s success occasionally led to some resistance,
mainly from faculty members who deemed the big history approach to be too
broad. But thanks to student engagement and the strong support of a number
of the university’s most prominent scientists a semi-permanent position in big

at the University of Amsterdam

history was created for Fred Spier in 1997 and was turned into a permanent
position in 2006.

Meanwhile, new big history courses, aimed at slightly different student
populations, were established both within the University of Amsterdam and
outside the university. The university started to function as a kind of big history
course contractor, which in turn made it possible for the university to develop
into a regional big history hub. The university’s latest efforts to create a big history
MOOC that will be published on Coursera in early 2016 (alongside Macquarie’s
big history MOOC that will be published on the same platform in the upcoming
months) neatly fits into this pattern.

All of these developments have led to the creation of another permanent

position in big history
in August 2015, which The Agnietenkapel
will be filled by Esther (source: Wikimedia Commons)

Quaedackers. These
developments have also
enabled the University of
Amsterdam offer to host the
2016 IBHA conference. This
offer has been accepted by
the IBHA, which, given the
university’s dedication to
big history, deemed it to be
a suitable place to hold its
first conference outside of
the US.

For more information on
the history of big history
at the UvA, you can also
read Fred Spier’s The Small
History of the Big History
Course at the University
of Amsterdam that
appeared in World History
Connected in May 2005.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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Location of Conference: Oudemanhuispoort 4-6, 1012 EZ Amsterdam Hotel ibis Amsterdam Centre Stopera, Valkenburgerstraat



Volkshotel, Wibautstraat 150, 1091 GR Amsterdam
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Jump into world history and scientific discovery in five European countries.

From First World War battlefields in Belgium and Paleolithic cave art in France to world-class wine vineyards
1 o in Germany and thematic lectures provided by leading historians, this tour has it all. Discover distinct style,
DAYS substance and science in the cultural capital of Paris, among the magnificent chateaux in the Loire Valley

and in the center of particle physics research at CERN. You’ll absorb the best of history and beauty on this

fascinating tour through Alpine Europe.

GoAhead Start planning today | Contact Charlie Thurston 1.617.619.1133 or charlie.thurston@goaheadtours.com
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2016

Overview
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A TASTE OF EUROPE

Let us handle the details

© O

Expert Local Handpicked Sightseeing with Private Personalized
Tour Director cuisine hotels local guides transportation flight options
Your tour includes Your tour highlights
¢ 9 nights in handpicked hotels * World-class museums and beautiful gardens in Paris
« Breakfast daily, 4 three-course dinners with beer or wine « Magnificent architecture and rich history at Chateau de Chenonceau
¢ Multilingual Tour Director ¢ Stunningreplicas of Paleolithic artin the Lascaux II Cave
¢ Private deluxe motor coach * Sweeping, mountainous landscapes in Auvergne
¢ Guided sightseeing and select entrance fees « Impressive scientific technology at CERN, the European Organization for
Nuclear Research
* Medieval castle views in the UNESCO-recognized Rhine River Valley
¢ Dailylectures by leading historians
Where you'll go
Amsterdam

OVERNIGHT STAYS NS

2 nights ¢ Paris

2nights ¢ Dordogne Region

1night ¢ Geneva Heidelberg Region

2 nights ¢ Grindelwald e EERMANY

2 nights * Heidelberg

FRANCE
Grindelwald
SWITZERLAND
Geneva
Dordogne Region

GO Ahead Start planning today | Contact Charlie Thurston 1.617.619.1133 or charlie.thurston@goaheadtours.com

© 2015 EF Cultural Travel LTD



2016

Itinerary

A TASTE OF EUROPE

Paris | 2 nights
Day 1: Arrival in Paris

Welcome to France! Say goodbye to some of your fellow conference-goers and hello

to your Tour Director as you transfer from Amsterdam to Paris by deluxe coach.

Stop en route in Ypres, Belgium, which was a site of heavy fighting during the 1916

Battle of the Somme.

« Tour the In Flanders Fields Museum, which focuses on the futility of war

« Visit the Menin Gate, a memorial to British and Commonwealth soldiers whose
graves are unknown

Later, enjoy free time to explore and eat lunch in Ypres before continuing on to

Paris. If time allows, additional stops will be made in Antwerp and Amiens.

Day 2: Sightseeing tour of Paris & the Musee d’Orsay

Included meals: breakfast, welcome dinner

Paris was central to the French Revolution in the late-eighteenth century and

largely rebuilt under Napoleon ITI in the 1860s. A guided tour introduces you to the

architecture and history of the City of Light’s neighborhoods, called arrondissements.

¢ Drive down the sycamore-lined Champs—Elysées to view the famous Arc de
Triomphe, a tribute commissioned by Napoleon

* Pass Pont Neuf and the Notre-Dame Cathedral, located on the Seine River

* Make a photo stop at the Eiffel Tower viewpoint to see the wrought-iron landmark

« See the opulent Palais Garnier opera house, Hotel des Invalides and Place de la
Concorde, the city’s grandest square

Later, marvel at the eclectic and iconic architecture of the Musee d’Orsay before

stepping inside for a guided tour of the museum’s rich collection of art. Enjoy free

time for lunch in the afternoon and tonight, sit down with your group and your
Tour Director at a welcome dinner.

Dordogne Region |2 nignts

Day 3: Périgueux via the Loire Valley

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Transfer to Périgueux in the Dordogne Region today. Stop along the way in the
Loire Valley, which produces world-class wines and was once known as France’s
“Playground of the Kings.” You’ll learn more about the area’s royal past on a guided
tour of the extravagant Chateau de Chenonceau.

« Explore the interior and gardens of the castle, which sits on the River Cher and is a
famous late-Gothic/early-Renaissance architectural gem

« Discover how it got the nickname “Chateau de Femmes”—some of its famous
female residents included Diane de Poitiers and Catherine de’ Medici

Take free time for lunch at the chateau and then continue on to the Dordogne

Region for an included dinner this evening.

Day 4: Lascaux Il Cave & Les Eyzies-de-Tayac-Sireuil

Included meals: breakfast

Explore the Dordogne Region to discover prehistoric remnants, ancient history and

spectacular Paleolithic art, and then eat lunch during free time.

« Follow a guide as you marvel at the reproductions of Paleolithic paintings in the
Lascaux II Cave, a 39-meter replica of the original cave

« Transfer to the village of Les Eyzies-de-Tayac-Sireuil this afternoon, where you’ll
enter the National Prehistoric Museum and see awe-inspiring archaeological

finds from some of the most famous excavation sites in the Vézere Valley

Geneva | 1 night

Day 5: Geneva via Auvergne

Included meals: breakfast

Make your way to the historic city of Geneva, Switzerland today, stopping along the
way in the mountainous region of Auvergne.

« Take in scenic surroundings as you drive through the Auvergne Volcanoes
Regional Park, a well-preserved site that boasts stunning landscapes, beautiful
villages and 10,000-year-old volcanic peaks

* Asyou drive through the park, stop for photo ops at the Puy de Dome, a large lava
dome, and the Puy de Sancy, the highest volcano in France

« Revelin the park’s beauty as you enjoy free time for lunch

Grindelwald | 2 nights
Day 6: Grindelwald via CERN

Included meals: breakfast, dinner
Today, explore the European Organization for Nuclear Research, known as CERN.

Follow a CERN staff member on a guided tour of the laboratory, where scientists do
groundbreaking research on particle physics.

« View the Large Hadron Collider, a massive particle accelerator that is responsible
for some extraordinary discoveries, including the pentaquark

Later, take free time to eat lunch and explore CERN’s permanent exhibitions before

continuing on to Grindelwald for tonight’s included dinner.

Day 7: The Bernese Oberland & Jungfraujoch

Included meals: breakfast

Today, head into the Bernese Alps and discover the UNESCO World Heritage site of

Jungfraujoch, awindswept mountain pass known as the “Top of Europe.”

* Ride arailway car to the Jungfrau plateau, where you can enjoy free time for lunch
11,617 feet above sea level

* Take a train to view the Sphinx Observatory and enter the Ice Palace

Later, enjoy a spectacular, optional hike on the trails below these formidable mountains.

Heidelberg | 2 nights

Day 8: Heidelberg via Basel & Strasbourg

Included meals: breakfast

Transfer to Germany today, making a brief stop for free time in Basel, Switzerland’s
third-largest city. Then, continue on to Strasbourg, the capital of France’s Alsace
region and the official seat of the European Parliament. Take a guided tour of the
city’s Parliament building and eat lunch during free time. Then, make your way to
Heidelberg, which has a history of human occupation dating back at least 200,000
years and is home to one of the most influential universities in the world.

Day 9: Wine Tasting & Rhine River Cruise

Included meals: breakfast, lunch, wine tasting, farewell dinner

Start your day with a guided tour of Bopparder Hamm, the largest wine vineyard in

the Middle Rhine Valley.

* Tour the cellar and vineyards before sitting down to alunch accompanied by a
tasting of some signature vintages

« Enjoy magnificent views over the Rhine valley as you learn about the cultivation
of wine in the region

Later, take in the spectacular sights of the UNESCO-recognized Rhine River Valley

on ascenic cruise from Boppard to St. Goar.

* Marvel at breathtaking landscapes and fine architecture of the Middle Ages

* View medieval castles along the river, including Kurtrierische Burg in Boppard

After disembarking, say goodbye to your group at a farewell dinner.

Day 10: Amsterdam via Cologne

Included meals: breakfast

Make a brief stop in Cologne, home to a UNESCO-listed cathedral, before
transferring back to Amsterdam with your group.

GoAhead

Start planning today | Contact Charlie Thurston 1.617.619.1133 or charlie.thurston@goaheadtours.com
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